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I].—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Police. 


Tue Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 15th 

Gambling in some. villages in J uly says that gambling is doing great harm to the 

the Mymensingh district. people of Kasiganj and Mallikbari villages in the 

istrict. 

air a oat paper says that three or four tigers have produced consterna- 

tion among the inhabitants of Raonadigha, 

Tigers in some villages inthe Jasarha, and other villages under the Gafargaon 

Mymensingh district. thana, in the Mymensingh district, by their wide- 

spread depredations, The lives of neither men nor animals are safe, In 

Jaistha last one tiger was killed by the villagers with sticks and hatchets, and 

four or five people were wourded in the act. But the tigers, which still remain 
uncaptured, have made life very uneasy 1n the place. 

3. The Bikash [Barisal] of the 15th July says that last year, when the 

prostitutes of Barisal town held a procession, this 
Prostitutes’ processions in Bari- paner protested against the order which permitted 
seinen it to be held, and the District Magistrate promised 
to see that no license was issued in future to hold such processions. But, 
strangely enough, the genome of Barisal were again, on the 9th and 10th 
July last, allowed to hold processions, which did not certainly pass without 
leaving serious immoral effects on the minds of the thousands of youths and 
school-boys who witnessed them. May it be asked, who permitted such proces- 
sions to be held this year again, in spite of the Magistrate’s promise of last year 
not to permit them? The Magistrate should make such processions impossible 
in future. 

4. The Burdwan Sanjivani [Burdwan] of the 15th July says, that though 
no one will deny that the appointment of a Police 
Commissiun has been for some time felt as a 
necessity, it would have been better if, instead of wasting money on a Com- 
mission, Government had, on its own responsibility, introduced the changes 
which it wished to introduce in the police administration of the country. 
Commissions have never been known, either in this country or in England, to 
produce much good, In this country Government never accepts those recom- 
mendations of a Commission which it does not like to carry out. Where, then, 
was the necessity of appointing a Police Commission? The people of this 
country have confidence in Lord Curzon, and much trouble would have been 
saved by His Excellency himself prescribing the changes which he wished to 
introduce. But it may be that His Excellency is not willing to take so great 
a responsibility on himself, and has therefore appointed the Commission. 

_ ‘Tbe questicns which the Commission will have to decide are very serious. 
It is said that the duty of the police is to keep the peace and to prevent crime 
and oppression. But the people of this country never, now-a-days, see the 
police bestirring itself unless crime has been actually committed. 4 crime 
must be first committed, and the police will then come out to hold a local 
investigation, will then proveed to the house of the man who has suffered b 
the commission of the crime, will take up their quarters at his house, and will 
live at his expense for some days. If the man can gratify the police officers, 
they will send up some men, caught at haphazard, as culprits. But if the 
householder fails to gratify the police, the latter reports the case as false. and 

‘ ‘ . ’ 

the injured man is put to no end of trouble in extricating himself from its 
hands. In fact, in most cases it is the injured party who suffers most at the 
hands of the police. People do not, therefore, now-a-days like to report cases 
of theft and dacoity. They suffer in silence, It will be impossible to remedy 
vod _ of things so long as the law and the police system remain as 


Keeping the peace and detecting crime are two 
Even the Government will admit that the detection and Bec’ Acted =. 
go a very small way towards checking crime by holding out fears of punish- 
ment. ‘’he first and foremost duty of the police should be to prevent crime 
~ and keep the peace, and not to wait till crime has been committed and then 

detect and punish the criminal, But the police of this country seldom comes 


The Police Commission. 
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forward to prevent crime. It retires from the place where a crime is about to 


be committed and comes out and endeavours to apprehend the offenders only 


when crime has been committed. It follows this course in pursuance of its 
own purposes. It knows well enough that prevention of crime will leave it no 
opportunity for making an exercise of its powers. 
5. The Barisal Hitaishi [Barisal | of the 16th July has the following :— 
| Recently passes had been secured from the 
oe. District Superintendent of the Backergunge Police 
for music, on the (25th, 26th, and 27th Asarh last, in the house of the late 
zamindar, Chandi Charan Roy, in Barisal on the occasion of his son’s 
investiture with the sacred thread. On the 26th Asarh the following notice 
was received by the manager of the zamindar :— 


From 
The Magistrate of Backergunge, 


To 
Babu Basanta Kumar Sen, Manager of Babu Chandi Charan Roy, 
Barisal, 


Dated Barisal, the 10th July 1902. 


Complaints have been made that a public nuisance was caused by the 
noise of tom toming in his house at night and request that it may be stopped. 


(Sd.) 3B. Hajra, 
Deputy Magistrate in charge. 


Music is a part of the religious festivities of Hindus. But what does that 
matter when the zamindar’s house is situated near that of a European, 
Mr. Buckley? Mr. Buckley had his desire, although the District Superintendent 
of Police had issued the pass. The music had to be stopped. What astonishes 
us more is that the order came with the imprimatur of a Hindu Deputy 
Magistrate. As a Hindu, he should have consulted the Manager before issuing 
it. However that may be, is it to be understood that no religious music can be 
held near the house of a European ? 
We fear to speak out in matters like this. Our elders bid us to remain 
4 pa We therefore heave a sigh in secret and exclaim—Thy will be done, 
ord ! 
6. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika[Calcutta] of the 16th 
: . July strongly condemns Pandit Hara Prasad 
Pie 20 Sastris “Exposition of Sastri’y ‘Exposition of Meghduta” as an obscene 
ghduta. : ; ; 
book abounding in low and coarse ideas and 
written in the mreeene language of boon companions frequenting haunts 
of vice, which should not be allowed to come anywhere near respectable 
society. The Pandit is advised to stop the sale and circulation of the book. 
7. Referring to the appointment of the Police Commission, the Sanjivani 
i Oren the 17th July writes as follows:— _ 
ae The Viceroy has kept his promise. But it 18 
still doubtful whether the deliberations of the Commission will lead to any 
reform of the police. Looking at the duties imposed on the Commission, one 
cannot think that, when formulating the same, Government was either aware 
of the real grievance of the people or paid any heed to it. 
Like many other things, this Police 5 Hstore also is quite of a piece 


with the general character of the Curzon policy. Lord Curzon’s actions, 
indeed, would lead one to think that anarchy was reigning in the country, 
that the people were madly bent upon subverting British rule, and that it was, 
therefore, necessary to introduce a rigorous system of control into every 
branch of the administration. The policy pays no heed to the inconveniences 
which the people suffer frum the existing system of police administration, but 
cares only to detect and punish crime. A glance at the list of duties imposed 
on the Commission has led the writer to the conclusion that the result of its 
deliberations will be the exclusion of all, except Europeans and Eurasians, 
from the rank of Police Inspectors, 
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; the authorities of the Bagerhat subdivision 

Se aa “ae. Khulna district to enquire Tato the death of 

A suspicious death in the ong Ram Behara of village Basahba which took 
sievanconceans place under suspicious circumstances, The 
character of Ram’s wife was not good, and she had repeatedly left her 
husband’s protection, The last time his wife left his protection, Ram went to 
persuade her to come back, but she refused todo so, A day or two after this, 
‘+ was heard that Ram had committed suicide by taking opium. The police 


‘did not send up the dead body for post-mortem examination, but reported the 


case as one of suicide and permitted it to be burnt. 


asumatt [Calcutta] of the 17th July does not consider the 

— : ape of the Maharaja of Darbhanga to 

The Maharaja of Darbhanga as represent Bengal on the Police Commission a happy 

a member of the Police Commis- one. There are many men in this province whose 

= : knowledge of its police affairs is greater than that 

of the Maharaja. Mr. A. M. Bose was in the Bengal Council when the 

Chaukidari Act was passed, and by his work in the Council he pleased the then 

Lieutenant-Governor and his Secretaries, while he did not fuil to satisfy the 

native public, Mr. Bose is a learned man and deeply versed in law, especially 

in the criminal law of the country. He proved his thorough knowledge of the 
Bengal Police system on that occasion. 

It is not known whether Government requested Raja Peary Mohan 
Mukherji to sit on the Police Commission. ‘The Raja’s experience of the police 
administration of Bengal was proved both in the Provincial and in the 
Supreme Legislature, and in many reports, minutes and resolutions of the 
British Indian Association. 

It is true the late worthy District Superintendent of Police, Rai Jagadis 
Nath Rai Bahadur, is no more. But there are still many retired District 
Superintendents who, if appointed to the Commission, could have given 
Government much valuable advice. Babu Muhendra Nath Hazra is one such 
retired officer, who might well have been chosen. 

Lord Curzon would also have given proof of highmindedness and im- 
partiality by appointing Mr. R. C. Dutt. The appointment of Mr. Gupia, 
Commissioner of the Orissa Division, though an official, would have given 
satisfaction to the native public. _ : 

Government might also have chosen a man from among the ranks of 
retired Deputy Magistrates. Babu Ramakshay Chatterji’s experience in police 
matters and his knowledge of the ways of thieves and dacoits are well known 
to Government and have been embodied in many books. 


Everybody, in fact, must admit that there was no lack of a more compe- 
tent man in Bengal than the Maharaja. 


10. Referring to the case of alleged police oppression reported by the 
seth ee Paliivas: newspaper of Kulna in the Burdwan 
sine ta te Draaeas dilteen, a Sasa coat on Native Papers for 19th July, 

, paragraph 1], the Bangav ust [Calcutta] of 
the 19th July says that it should be the first Be of the Police Corman 
which Lord Curzon has appointed, to take steps for the prevention of such 
abuse of power by the police as was made in this case. The charge brought 
against the girl was an improbable one. Yet the police detained her on the 
strength of such an accusation! A man in possession of a currency note 
would not certainly Jeave it at the foot of a tree when climbino it, but would 
most assuredly secure the note in his waist cloth before climbing. Yet the 
police believed that the complainant had left a currency note at the foot of 
the tree and that the accused girl had stolen the note! The police did not also 
produce the girl before the Deputy Magistrate when the latter wanted to see 
her. But why? Ifthe police is allowed to escape scot-free after committing 
such wrong things, no number of Police Commissions will be able to reform it. 


11. The same paper writes as follows:— 


A careful consideration of the duties imposed 


The Police Commission. ‘ peat : ‘ 
on the Police Commigsion is enough to convince 


one that it has been appointed with the special object of devising means to 


enable the police to dcal effectually with offenders, to keep bad characters in 
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check and to suppress and prevent crime. But the first duty of the Commis. 
sion should be to enquire why the people of this country tremble with fear at 
the very name of the police, If the Commission cannot ascertain the. cause of 
this fear, its deliberations will do no good. ‘The corruption and highhanded- 
ness of the inferior police are very frequently spoken of. Here is what the 
Englishman newspaper says on the subject: ‘ It has been stated by authorities of 
all kinds that the police, so far from being guardians of the oppressed, are in 
themselves the source of terrorism and oppression.” In several instances, algo 
it has been proved in law courts that, failing to apprehend the real culprits, the 
police sent up and sought the conviction of innocent persons. It is for these 
reasons that the people of India hate the police and tremble at its name, 
Lord Curzon has not failed to draw the attention of the Commission to this 
subject, and the Indian public will anxiously await the result of the Commis. 
sion’s deliberations on this point. 


But no remedy can be applied with the view of correcting thus fault in the 
character of the police, before its cause has been ascertained. The Commission 
should, therefore, first address itself to discover the cause of this defect in the 
character of the police. No one will say that all inferior police officers usge 
their power in a highhanded manner. Everybody will, on the contrary, admit 
that there are among the ranks of inferior police officers many who are just and 
conscientious men who have succeeded in winning the respect and admiration 
of the public. But the majority of inferior police officers are corrupt and high- 
handed, and the bad name of the police is due to them, It is, therefore, 
necessary first of all to ascertain what makes the majority of inferior police 
officers highhanded and immoral. 

The reasons, so far as the writer has been able to ascertain them, are as 
follows :— 


1. The police is the pet child of the Government and, as such, is shown 
great favour by it under the wrong impression that its own prestige would 
suffer if the police were humbled in the eyes of the public, 

2. The large powers with which the inferior police is vested, and the 
opportunities it enjoys of abusing them. The journal which is issued from 
the Englishman office rightly says :—“‘'l’o refrain from profiting by any peculiar 
powers in one’s possession in order to get even with an enemy requires a 
character of a high order.” And such a character cannot certainly be expected 
of constables on eight or ten rupees a month and Sub-Inspectors on fifty rupees 
a month. 


Considering the duties imposed on the police, it is necessary that it should 
be vested with very large powers. But if, at the same time, Government 
employs clever detectives of good moral character to keep a sharp eye over the 
doings of the inferior police, not only will the inferior police have a salutery 
fear of being detected in wrong-doing, but its work may improve. Every abuse 
of power should, also, be visited with severe punishment. 

The superior police officers, whether they be Europeans or Natives, should 
be men possessed of a full knowledge of the human character and thoroughly 
conversant with the ways and manners of the natives. 

Unless these reforms are introduced, the appointment of a Commission or & 
mere amendment of rules will not make the police better. 


12. The same paper says that a perusal of the judgment passed by 

Mr, Justice Knox of the Allahabad High Court in 

BB. gs “ bg el . the case of the woman Sharbate will show how a 
Pree te OF Banda wn the wnitee respectable zanana woman was harassed and dis- 
graced in consequence of a mistake or an act of 

foolishness on the part of the police. Even the District Judge of Banda had 
easily believed the improbable story of the police and sentenced the innocent 
woman to a severe punis': ment. It is cases like this which bring the name of 
the police into disrepute. The police would have save:l the pubiic from the 
distress and alarm which were created in conaection with this case, if it had 
investigated with it care. Are not the police officers who conducted the investiga- 
tion deserving of punishment ? And is the judge who, relying on such weak 


evidence, was on the point of ruining a respectable woman fit to remain on the 
bench ? | 
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oS ee “We hear that Pandit Hara Prasad Sastri, as 


Pandit Sastri's “ Exposition of oon ag the cry of obscenity was raised, — 
en the sale of his Fe. pe vey = age ov] oy J 

bv stopping the sale in these days when the cry o aste 18 
por si al stds, the Pandit has acted wisely. But what of the fact that 
Meghduta is being still read and expounded in fols and colleges? What, again, 
will become of Jaydeva, Vidyapati, Shakspeare, Byron, the Ramayan, the 
Mahabharat and the Srimatbhagavat? ‘The fact is, we are sorry at whut has 


taken place. 
14. The Bharat Mitra Segara of the 19th July is sorry that a Uriya, 
who was drawing a car along Nebutola Lane 
yey picge Be wee during the last car festival, was taken to the police- 
saa ae station by some municipal chaprasis. It is said 
that the Superintendent of that station abused him very strongly for not 
securing a pass. The man is also said to have been beaten. On the days 
of the car festival all Hindus are allowed to draw their cars without a pass. 
Why was the poor Uriya then arrested for drawing bis car without a pass: 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


15. The Bikash [Barisal] of the 15th July says :— 

No one will deny that District Magistrates 
often commit zu/m by interfering with the judicial 
independence of their subordinate Magistrates. 
The native papers frequently bring to notice cases of such interference, but 
the Government refuses to admit that they are cases of such interference. - An 
instance of such interference was, however, recently afforded in the Backergunge 
district. Ambika Charan Guha, an employe of Messrs, Garth, Wetherall 
and Company, was recently charged by his employers with embezzlement 
of their money. On the 22nd May last, the Deputy Magistrate of Patuakhali 
released the accused on bail. On the 9th June, the District Magistrate arrived 
at Patuakhali on tour, and wrote on the record of this case—‘* Why bail ? 
Offence appears to be under section 409 of I. P. C.” On that day the 
Deputy Magistrate sent the accused to hajut. ‘The latter appealed to the 
District Judge, and on the 11th June, Mr. Platel, the Additional Sessions 
Judge, again ordered his release on bail. Onthe 20th June, the appeal was 
heard by the District Judge, who passed the following order:— 

‘*Possibly the alleged offence might come under section 405 I. P. C., but 
it seems to me that section 409 is meant to apply to a totally different class of 
cases. He was not entrusted with property in the way of his business as an 
agent, but if entrusted at all, it was in his capacity as a servant. On thorough 
discussing the point further, it seems to me that the alleged offence is one 
of criminal misappropriation.” 

Without ‘saying anything about the guilt or otherwise of the accused,—a 
question, which will be decided by the Court which will hear the charge 
against him,— may it be asked, who is to be held accountable for the unneces- 
sary detention which the accused suffered from the 9th to the 11th June 
in consequence of the capricious conduct of the Magistrate ? The man would 
not certainly have had to undergo this unnecessary punishment, if the 
Magistrate had not interfered with the Deputy Magistrate’s action. Is this 
unnecessary exercise of power by District Magistrates to be characterised as 
administration of justice or as zudm ? | 

16. The Sri Srt Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazir Patrika [Calcutta] of the 

_ 16th July says that Babu Akshay Kumar 

Pepa eae Kumar Chatterji, Chatterji, the Subdivisional Officer of Tangail 
e visional Officer of =; ° "pitas ° pad 
Tangail. in the Mymensingh district, has for some time been 
suffering from shoe-phobia—a disease which had 

80 long raged chiefly among Europeans. Wur advice to Akshay Babu in this 
connection has evidently fallen on barren gvil. The Subdivisional Officer 
has ruled that every accused person, however respectable he may be, must 


appear barefooted before him. ‘This, he says, he has done in accordance with 
a circular received froin the Governmens, 


Interference with judicial inde- 
pendence by Magistrates. 
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On the 5th July last, Akshay Babu’s shoe malady manifested itself in a 
singular outburst of feeling against Babu Jogendra Narayan Majumdar, 
respectable zamindar, who had to appear before him as the accused person in g 
municipal case, Jogendra Narayan had moved tbe High Court for the transfor 
of the case to the file of some other Magistrate, and the High Court had granted 
a rule in the terms of the petition. But it had not reached the Subdivisiong} 
Magistrate’s Court when the case was taken up onthe Sth instant. Baby 
Jogendra Narayan’s mukhtars therefore presented an application for an 
adjournment. The Subdivisional Magistrate ordered his peshkar to throw 
away the application, and said that the accused must personally present it from 
the dock. e then ordered the accused to appear in the dock without his 
shoes. This the accused declined to do. The six constables of the Court 
were one after another ordered to take off his shoes, but they all declined to 
do so, Those present in Court surely laughed in their sleeves at the discomfi- 
ture of the worthy Subdivisional Officer, who in his ger | rege was for 
some time at his wits’ end to decide what to do. But his fertile genius soon 
brought him out of the dilemma. He asked the mukhtars for the accused to 
produce their client properly before the Court. On their saying that their 
client was there standing before the Court, he told them that they must 

roduce him barefooted. This the mukhtars said they were not bound by 
lowe to do, so far as they understood its meaning. ‘The Subdivisional Officer 
thereupon instituted proceedings requiring them to show cause why the amounts 
of their bail should not be forfeited. The mukhtars applied for certified 
copies of the proceedings, but their application was refused. About this 
time the sun was setting and the Court rose for the day. 

Akshay Babu is a Bengali and not a saheb. He does not come of a low 
caste. He is a high-caste Brahman, born and bred up in high society, and is 
himself highly educated. It is therefore incompreheusible whence he has got 
such bad temper. Will he not, after all this, be ashamed of mixing in 
high society ? 

But more about this matter. He reported to the District Magistrate 
against the constables who declined to take off the shoes of Babu Jogendra 
Narayan, and the District Magistrate has suspended them and asked them to 
show cause why they should not be dismissed. Constables are certainly 
servants, but they cannot be compelled to serve as the meanest of menials, 
Many up-country high-cluss Brahmans become constables. Bengali Brahmans 
are historically descended from their ancestors. High-class Musalmans also, 
such as Syeds, are also seen in the service. Does Akshay Babu think that these 
Brahmans and Syeds should be employed to take off men’s shoes? It is only 
foolish men whose heads are turned by the possession of power. Moreover, 
many people believe that a Deputy Magistrate’s claim to be called a Judge 1s 
not more reasonable than a grasshopper’s claim to be called a bird. However 
that may be, a Judge’s chair in the British empire always courts respect. 
But it is a matter of great regret that these chairs are being daily dishonoured 
by the conduct of incompetent and tyrannical Deputy Magistrates. 

17. Referring to the case in which Pachai Shaik, Tetel Shaik, and 

a re Shaik have been charged with having 
PEt 0 ome" brought a false case, known as the Rajshahi 
Muharram case, against Mr. Ryan, the Distnict 

Superintendent of the Rajehahi police, the same paper writes as follows:— 

The question is, whether there is a probability of justice being done in 
the case if it is tried in Rajshahi, ‘The case is being tried by Babu Rajendra 
Chandra Guha, a Deputy Magistrate subordiuate to Mr. Roe, the District 
Magistrate, because Mr. Roe, having investigated the case himself, could not 
be charged with its trial. Even European Deputy Magistrates fear to 8° 
against District Magistrates. As a matter of fact, Mr. Rattray was transferred 
from Rajshahi for having shown judicial independence. Is there any Bengali 
Deputy Magistrate who will, therefore, venture to show independence 
trying the case of Pachai and others? Messrs. Ryan and Roe will have to 
appear as witnesses in this case. The Counsel or pleader for tne defence wil 
surely batter them with unpleasant questions, and there will be no lack 0 
such questions in the case. What will the Bengali Deputy Magistrate do 


‘when that will be done? Will he allow questions to be put to Mr. Roe? An 
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is he not likely to be cowed by the fiery eyes of the District Magistrate ? 
Rajendra Babu is not an angel. He is only a man, and a worldly man too. 
He will therefore have to acquiesce in ever hing of an unfair or improper 
nature which is done during the hearing of the case. Kajendra Babu knows 
fully well that Mr. Roe’s reputation depends on the case. 1t cannot therefore 
be possible for him to try it impartially. If he acquits Pachai, his master’s 
reputation will be lost; if he convicts the man, people will gf that he 
convicted him for his master’s sake, The case should not therefor 6 have been 
placed in the hands of any Deputy Magistrate of Rajshahi. The action of 
the Bengal Government has taken us aback. It transferred Mr. Lee, but kept 
Mr. Roe in Rajshahi. What greater injustice could be done? So long as 
Mr. Roe remains lord of Rajshahi, justice cannot be expected to be done in 
the case. Rajendra Babu may desire to do justice, but many witnesses for 
the defence will not venture to tell the truth for fear of Mr. Roe. One of 
the ultimate issues of the case in question 1s, whether Mr. Ryan’s allegations 
against Mr. Lee in connection with the Muharram case were true or false. 
If injustice is done in the case, the accused persons will suffer imprisonment 
and Mr. Lee’s reputation will be sullied. Mr. Roe’s transfer from Rajshahi 
would have set everything right. It isa wonder, therefore, that Government 
has adopted a contrary course of action. 

Pachai is a very poor man, and the interest of the country is involved 
in his case. Hindu or Musalman, everyone should therefore help him 
according to his might. Arrangements should be made for the employment 
of an able barrister for the defence. It is hoped that the leaders of the 
Musalman community in particular will materially help the defence. 

18. The Basumati [Calcutta | of the 17th July says :— 

: 3 Of the persons who were placed on their trial 
ee pees vs Sessions : udge of Midnapore on a 

charge of having caused the death of the Daroga of 
Nandigram, four have been sentenced to death, three to seoceiiniadion. for 
life, and the rest, with the exception of ten who have heen acquitted, to various 
terms of imprisonment. We have not yet received a copy vf the judgment 
in the case, and are therefore unable to acquaint our readers with its contents. 
But the main fact that four persons are gving to suffer death for the loss 
of only one life is enough to make us shudder. 

We have studied this case most attentively. Many have still doubts as 
to the guilt of the persons who have been sentenced to death. Many also 
question the veracity of the witnesses produced on behalf of Government: 
Such is the panic and unrest that has been created at Nandigram and in ‘te 
neighbourhood by the vigorous proceedings of the police in connection with 
the case, that anybody might, with a view to the safety of his own person, 
property and honour, easily agree to depose against the accused, at the biddin 
of the police or of any other person. Nor is it a new thing f le t 
mre “e “ne —_ a a of the police. It is a thing whick 1g 6 a rth 

y day in the Law Cour 
that 8 witnesses in this case aid Be va, Sere aysiing eT 

esides, supposing the pers 
Sree: cr ae a A eo “ne sige pte been convicted to be really guilty, 
( on of their guilt? In the first place, none 
of them came with a plan for murdering the D os 
minds 5 aroga ready formed in their 

nds, These deluded and unfortunate people had placed hi 

had in the hands of the swindler. Go iy y ee ee 
» Gopal. They became frantic with rage 

when they found that the swindler clearly meant to cheat and ruin th 
If the Daroga had then pacified them by assuring them th t A t the so 
they had paid would be restored to them (and thie could : ily b : piss: | 
matters would not have ended so tragicall phe g Pesce ig 
Daroga arrested Gopal that d a. , gfe of hing this, the 
a” eo — Ase very any and took him away with his books to the 
“yaa va : very day that the Daroga had received from the 
agistrate the warrant for the arrest of Gopal. If he able t ‘t fo 
several days before, why did he not wait for that day let oe oe 


The mob, numbering four to five thousand, saw Gopal led away with his 


books. They asked him for payment. He said :—* How can | pay you now? 


I will pay you on Wednesday.” No on ‘th in ‘hi 
under the circumstances. if the © could place any faith in his words 


re had been only ten or twenty people they 
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might have been expected to keep their heads cool. But how can a rabble 
composed of so many ignorant persons be expected to keep their heads coo] 
with one person counselling one thing and another a quite different thing, and 
no one listening to anybody? ‘The mob also suspected that it was at the 
Daroga’s advice that Gopal was going to cheat them out of their money. It 
was at this juncture that the foolhardy Daroga appeared in their midst. ‘They 
now thought that the Daroga, who had taken away Gopal and his bvoks, was 
now come to take away their money too. They now bade adieu to thei; 
senses. They were incapable any longer of any thought or reflection. In the 
frantic rage of the moment they committed a most atrocious deed. If the 


Judge had considered these things at the time of passing sentence, he could 


not have, st any rate, passed capital sentence on the poor persons. Sudden 
provocation extenuates an offence even in the eye of the law. Are not these 
four unfortunate persons therefore entitied to some consideration? It is 
hoped that the High Court, when called upon to confirm this sentence, will 
take these things into its consideration. 

19, The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 17th July complains of the arbitrary 
conduct of Babu Jagat Narayan Sarkar, Munsif of 
Cox’s Bazar in the Chittagong district, and makes 
the following allegations against him :— 

(1) The Munsif allows parties -to suits to visit him at his residence. A 
young woman, a party toa suit, recently admitted in her cross-examination 
that she had paid a visit to the Munsif at his residence to talk to him about the 
suit and had conversed with him about it. 

(2) The Munsif expresses his opinion about the result of a suit before 
evidence has been completely gone through. 

(3) The Munsif frequently asks pleaders and mukhtars to examine 
witnesses whose names are not included in the reports submitted by parties. 

(4) The Munsif issues arrest warrants without previously giving notice 
to the parties, as required by the law. 

(5) The Munsif does not hesitate to fine a witness Rs. 500 for non-atitend- 
ance, and to at once issue warrants of distress and arrest. 

20. The Mthir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 18th July speaks of 

Babu Radha Madhav Basu, Deputy Magistrate, 
Babu Radha Madhav Basu, the who retired from service on the lst July last, as 
retired Deputy Magistrate of : age 
Burdwan. an ideal Deputy Magistrate, who won the love and 
gratitude of the people of Burdwan by his impar- 
tial administration of justice. The Burdwan people, pleaders, mukhtars, and 
amla, and even the Maharaja Bahadur and Raja Bun Bihari Kapur, are very 
sorry at his retirement. No other Deputy Magistrate ever occupied an equal 
place in the hearts of the Burdwan people. The other day the elite of the 
Burdwan town, headed by the Maharaja Bahadur, entertained him at a farewell 
dinner in the Bansgopal T'own Hall. 

Wherever Radha Madhav Babu went, during his long service of 25 years 
in the Executive Department, he endeared himself to the people by his ability 
andimpartiality. *He was very kind to his ama, who have shed tears at his retire- 
ment. Asa Deputy Magistrate he served in Hooghly, Purulia, Govindapur, 
Hazaribagh, Faridpur, Katwa, Medinipur, Jajpur, Ranaghat, Krishnagar, 
Serampore, Bhabua, Bhagalpur, Mazaffarpur, Gaya, Burdwan, and_ other 
places, and everywhere he was loved and respected by the people. Besides 
doing his official work, he always busied himself in works of public utility, such 
as establishing hospitals, founding schools, &c. He used to mix with all people, 
high or low, and make no distinction between Hindu and Musalman in public 
life. When he was in Katwa he repaired an ancient masjid by raising sub- 
scriptions. The inhabitants of Katwa will ever sing his praise. 

21, The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 18th July says that according to 
section 388 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 4 
Magistrate has the option of releasing a persov, 
sentenced only to pay a fine, if he can give security 
or gives his own personal recognisance for the payment of the fine within & 
prescribed time. The Magistrate of Faridpur, however, has ordered his 
subordinate Magistrates not to allow any convicted person the benefit of this 
provision of the law, and the order has become a source of great hardship to 


The Munsif of Cox’s Bazar in 
the Chittagong district, 


An order of the Magistrate of 
Faridpur. 
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‘n that district who are sentenced to pay fines. An accused person 
es ae beforehand what his punishment will be, and even if he be sure 
of being fined, he cannot guess beforehand what the amount of his fine will be, 
and he cannot therefore bring it with him into court. The Logislature foresaw 
this, and therefore, provided for the release on bail of persons sentenced to fines. 
It is not clear under what authority the Magistrate of Faridpur has proposed 
to defeat the object of the Legislature. In truth, no Magistrate has power, 
without authority derived from the High Court, to issue to his subordinate 
Magistrates an order like the one which the Magistrate of Faridpur has issued. 


Already two Honorary Magistrates of Palong were unjustifiably insulted in 
viediaaiain of the above lehue of the District Magistrate, They had fined 
an accused person, and had, under the abovenamed section, given him time to 
deposit the amount of the fine, when another Magistrate of the same Bench 
appeared and tore up the petition of the accused with the order of the first 
two Magistrates on it. The latter felt insulted and referred the matter to the 
Magistrate, and it was through his intercession that the matter was settled. 


The District Magistrate ought to withdraw the order referred to above. 


22. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 19th July fails to see the force of the 
argument used by the Joint-Magistrate of Arrah, 
in the case of the Babus Doman Jal and Janaki 
Prasad, to the effect that the witnesses for the 
defence, though respectable men who would not tell lies under ordinary circums- 
stances, did tell lies in this case in order to save tlie accused, who also are men 
of high caste, position aud respectability, from a probable punishment of im- 
prisonment. ‘The Joint-Magistrate’s logic has, indeed, astonished the writer. 
Praised be the man who can say without hesitation that respectable witness s 
ean tell lies in order to save respectable accused persons from punishment. 
A Joint-Magistrate, possessed of so much intelligence as the Joint-Magistrate 
of Arruh is, ovght to be at once raised to the position of a minister of the 
Government. 


The refusal of the District Judge of Shahabad to grant bail to the accused, 
though twice petitioned to do so, also seems inexplicable. The detention in 
hajué of respectable men like the accu-ed in the present case was quite 
unnecessary. 


As both the accused have got their acquittal after trial, it is for 


Lord Curzon to enquire through whose fault these innocent men had suffered 
so much disgrace. 


Unnecessary harassment of two 
accused persons. 


23. Referring to the constitution of the Honorary Bench of Barisal, 
the Bikash [ Barisal] of the 22nd July writes as 
follows :— 

Some of the Honorary Magistrates seldom hold their Courts, while the rest 
have to work very hard. A second class Honorary Magistrate should sit on 
the Bench every day. So, on account of the smallness of the number of 
Honorary Magistrates vested with second class powers, the few who are vested 
with such powers have to work very hard. ‘lhere should be at least six second 
class Honorary Magistrates to sit on the Bench on the six week days. Babu 
Jnan Ranjan Goswami, a third class Honorary Magistrate, is highly spoken 
of everywhere. He should be given second class powers. Again, considering 


the University career of Babu Kali Prasanna Datta, the local Sub 
should also be vested with second class powers. eee ee erry Oe 


The Honorary Bench of Barisal. 


34. Referring to the necessity of esta) lishing a new joint-office for the 

Barisal Sub-Registry office on account of heaver 
pressure of work in the latter (see Report on Native 
Papers of the 12th July 1902, paragraph 10), the 
same paper says that precedents are not wanting to show that a new joint 
Sub-Registry office can be established in Barisal. Such a joint-office has existed 


Wanted a joint Sub-Registry 
office in Barisal. 


in Kbulna town for a long time, while another has recently been established 
in Comilla town. A new joint Sub-Registry office in Barisal will be beneficial to 
the people, convenient to the ama, and profitable to the Government. It is 
therefore hoped that such an office will soon be established in Barisal. 


BANGAVASI, 
July 19th , 1902. 
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(d)— Education. 


25, Referring to the proposals which are said by the Bengalee newspaper 
nics pies pieeiee, have been made by the Universities Commission, 
tions of the Universities Commis- the Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 17th J uly, in the 


sion. course of an article entitled the ‘‘ Ignorance-increas- 
ing Commission,” writes as follows :— 


The recommendations of the majority of the Commission have produced 
fear and alarm in our mind. It was one of the chief glories of the British 
Government in India that it was instrumental in spreading education 
among the masses. If the Government of India accept the opinion of the 
Commission and take action upon it, that glory will fade avay and deep 
ignorance will spread over the land. In spite of the efforts the Government 
has so long made to spread education, 80 per cent. of the population of 
India are still illiterate, and the adoption of the recommendations of the Com- 
mission will almost stop even this slow, tiny spread of education by making it 
impossible for any but the rich to avail themselves of college education, The 
sons of rich men seeking college education are not many. Increased difficulty 
of the Entrance examination will make it impossible for the sons of rich men, 
ease-loving as they are, to pass that test. So, want of capacity in the case of 
the sons of rich men, and want of money in the case of the middle and poor 
classes, will stand in the way of their receiving a college education. And when 
the rich, the middle, and the poor classes are excluded from collegiate educa- 
tion, most of the colleges will cease to exist for want of pupils. But would it 
be safe for the Government to leave so many millions of its subjects without 
education? ‘l‘he poor now receive high education in private colleges which 


charge fees at very low rates, and they will have to go without high education 
;‘f the rates of fees are raised. 


It is not at all clear why the Commission is so much dissatisfied with 
second grade colleges. Is the Jagannath College at Dacca in any way inferior 
to any first grade College? Were the results of the lrajamohan College at 
Barisal, when it was only a second grade College, inferior to those of any other 
College in Bengal, excepting the Presidency College in Calcutta ? The second 
grade Colleges at Dacca, Comilla, Agartala, Sylhet, Mymensingh, Tangail, 
Pabna, Hetampur, and Monghyr are doing excellent work. ‘lheir abolition 
would make Calcutta the only place where high education could be had, and a 


very large number of poor mufassal students will have to go without such 
education, 


The proposal to introduce another examination before the Entrance 
examination is calculated only to tell upon the health of boys, who have 
already to pass too many examinations. Is this new examination going to be 
introduced with the object of reducing the number of candidates at the 
Entrance examinations? A reduction of the number of candidates in the 
Entrance examination will mean a reduction in the number of College students 
and the consequent abolition of the private Colleges. Is it, then, the object of 


the Commission to abolish the private Colleges, which have been the means of 
spreading high education in the country ? 


Will Lord Curzon darken the glory of British rule in India by acting 
according to the recommendations of the “Ignorance increasing Commission ?” 


26. ‘The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 18ch July says that by the manner 


a tk en of selecting text-books and by closing the door of 

| employment against educated natives, Government 

has been for a long time doing its best to discourage high education, but with- 
out success, It has theref re proposed, as its last expedient, to raise the cost 
of high education. If the law classes in connection with the private Colleges 
are abolished, the latter will have to make up their loss by raising the fees in 
the arts classes and high education will then certainly become hampered. It 


is difficult to see what benefit the country will reap from such a check upon 
high education, 


It is cheap high education which produced in this country men like Iswar 
Chandra Vidyasagar, Haris Chandra Mukherji, Revd. Kristo Mohun Banerji, 
Raja Degumber Mitter, Rai Kristo Das Pal Bahadur, Babu Sambhu Nath 
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a Nath Mitter, Pandit Madan Mohan Tarkalankar, and 
aoe Bhadeb Mekberti Would not the country have suffered heavy loss, if 
these men had been prevented by a prohibitive cost of education from becoming 
what they did become? The writer is sorry to see Government s0 much 
alarmed at the spread of high education, while the Indian public has been 
filled with anxiety at the prospect of that education receiving a check. There 
are not many who can pay 4 school fee of Its. 12 a month for each of their 
sons, and there is no reason why the private Colleges should be found fault 
with so long as they can imyart an education, not certainly inferior, and in 
many cases superior, to that imparted in many Government Colleges, It 1s a 
pity that the Taivarstiies Commission should propose to ceal a blow at high 
education, after such a heavy blow only recently dealt at vernacular education. 
Will not the people of Bengal rise from their sleep, when all the fruits of 
Vidyasagar’s labours are going to be destroyed ? The object of Government 
seems to be to check the education of natives in order to create wider fields of 
employment for Eurasian boys and girls. 


27. Referring to the proposals which are said by the Bengalee newspaper 
to have been made by the Universities Commission, 


_ The alleged recommendations of the Samay [Calcutta] of the 18th July writes as 
the Universities Commission. follows :— 


One of the proposals is the abolition of the law classes attached to private 
colleges and the establishment of a central law college, Another is the 
enhancement of College fees. Itis a matterof great wonder that such proposals 
should come with the imprimatur of the Law Member of His Excellency the 
Viceroy’s Council. A consideration of the weight and bearing of the two 
proposals will make the cause of the people’s astonishment clear. First, abolition 
of the law classes attached to the private Art Colleges will result in the collapse 
of the latter; because it is the surplus of the receipts from the law classes 
which supports the Arts Departments: F.A., B,A., M.A., &. Secondly, if the 
preposal of a central law college is carried, pupils from all quarters of a vast 
province will have to come to one place for the study of law, and that will 
mean an expenditure of a good deal of money and the infliction of great, 
inconvenience and hardship on many students. How many will be able to pass 
through these difficulties and prepare themselves for the bar? The number of 
native lawyers will therefore diminish and the earnings of foreign lawyers will 
consequently increase. As it is the native lawyers who always find fault with 
the Government, Government will be gratified to see their number failing off. 
Blinded by selfishness Government fails to see that the administration of justice 
will be endangered if poor but talented boys find no opportunities for 
cultivating and displaying their merits. It forgets that the value of lawyers, 
whose learning and advocacy du much to ensure the efficiency ot the adminis- 
tration of justice in the country, will run nearer and nearer towards extinction, 
if the Commission’s recommendation is adopted. | 

If the Commission’s proposal 
the axe will be laid at the rout of 
will be able to read in colleges. 


of. enhancing the College fees is carried out, 
high education. Children of rich people only 
) The advancement of learning has so long 
pees a nai of me erenaely 5 F future motto will be “the suppression of 

igh e uca wn. e€ pohey which d bv | ee 
Lord William Bentinck and ind Riven’ I encouraged by lord Macaulay, 


| n's Kducation Cummission, and which has 
been fostered by a dozen Viceroys during the last fifty yearsis now going to be 


overturned by Lord Curzon’s Universities Commission. The policy which 
produced such men as Kristo Das Pal, Rajendra Lal Mitra, L)warka Kath Mitra 
and one of the Members of the present Commission, Guru Das Banerji—men 
who rose from poverty to high distinction in the country—if this policy is given 
up in favour of the policy which is proposed by the Universities Commission, 
then the children of the soil will be thrown back into the darkness which engulf- 
ed them during the decline of the Muhammadan rule in India, Let the whole 
country raise fierce agitation against this, and convince Lord Curzon of the 
injurious nature of the Commission’s recommendations. His Excellency will 
not then be able to trample upon feelings of the vast public. His Excellency 


will not surely doa wrong thing if he comes to know that it will be a wrong 
hing to give effect to these recommendations, 


SAMAY, 
July 18th, 1902. 


PRATIVASI, 
July 21st, 1902, 


PALLIVASI, 
July 16th, 1902. 


BaRISAL HITAlIsHI, 
Julyl6th, 1902. 
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28, The Prativasi a of the 21st July writes as follows :— 

he Hon’ble Justice Amir Ali’s History of the 
Saracens has recently been made a text-book in 
History for the B.A. Examination of the Calcutta 
University. This has been done when the students are not finding an 
opportunity of reading a good History of India, the country which at one time 
occupied the proud position of teacher of tlie civilized world. These students 
read and digest the History of the English people from the third class upwards, 
Histories of Greece and Rome, which a man cannot read without being inspired 
with patriotism and love of duty, are slowly being driven out of the Calcutta 
University curriculum. But, lo! high education cannot be complete without 
a study of a hundred pages of the History of the Saracens. In his preface to the 
history, Mr. Amir Ali says:—‘‘ The story of the Saracens like those of many 
other people tells us that although each community must work out its own 
regeneration according to its own individual genius, yet none can afford to 
wrap itself in the mantle of a dead past without the fatal certainty of extinc- 
tion.”  itopadesa and sop’s Fables tesch boys many such lessons and a 
History of the Saracens, with its necessarily harsh nomenclature, is not needed 
to teach them such lessons anew. ‘The annals of every nation have something 
peculiar to teach. Those of the Musalmans teach that during Moslem rule 
in India no man who was not a Parsian scholar was recognised as an educated 
man. But things have changed, and English literature and the History of 
England should be the first objects of study now-a-days. Roman and Greek 
histories and literatures should also be studied, as they are necessary for a full 
understanding of the history and literature of England. If, after reading 
ail these, time and opportunity remain, the History of the Saracens may be read, 
Mr. Amir Ali himaelf described the Saracens as “a people whose name, unlike 
the Romans and Greeks, has not been familiar from childhood.” Why then 
such anxiety to teach the history of an unfamiliar peuple? A _ strange 
selection also has been made of the portion to be read from the History. The 
portion begins thus :—‘‘ With the rise of the Abbasidis, &c.” Those who have 
never heard of an Abbasidi will begin their study of the Aistory with an account 
of the Abbasidis. Such an arrangement can be made only by the Calcutta 
University, in which an M.A. in Mathematics can become a member of 
the History Board. Mr. Amir Ali’s book 1s, however, free from bad English, 
which has for some years past been a sure passport for a work on history in the 
Calcutta University. 


Justice Amir Ali’s History of the 
Saracens as a text-book in History. 


(c)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


29, The Pallivasi [Kalna} of the 16th July has learnt from Kavira) 


The Chairman of the Kalna Ram Lal Gupta, a Commissioner of the Kalna 
Municipality in the Burdwan Municipality in the Burdwan district, that the 
centri Municipal Chairman does not submit all letters, 
&c., to the Commissioners. Sometimes he shows them to his favourite Com- 
missioners. The Chairman should know that he has no right to conceal ary 
municipal matter from the Commissioners. It is hoped that henceforth he 
will mind his ways. 


30. The Barisal Hitaishi [Barisal] of the 16th July says :— 

A disproportionate increase of the number of 
brothels in Barisal is making the atmosphere in the 
town very immoral. The prostitutes live in prominent places and in the midst 
of respectable quarters of the town. In the evening they makea parade of their 
winning arts in the streets, and turn the heads of young boys. A time there was 
in Barisal when prostitutes dared not to show themselves in public. But times 
are altered now. Appeals to the local Municipality and zamindars not to give 
residential quarters to bad women have been as ineffectual us crying in the 
wilderness. Our appeals to the District authorities have also been ineffectual. 
But the Lieutenant-Governor’s endeavours to regulate the evil of prostitution 


in Calcutta have inspired us with the hope that His Honour may do something 
for Barisal also. | 


Prostitutes in Barisal town. 
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31. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of 
the 16th July writes as follows :— 

biel: vey Apollon ‘Very good work has been done by the Muni- 
ere cipality. ‘The Commissioners performed their 


duties creditably ; able men were employed on high salaries ; the establishment 
of District offices has greatly benefited the rate-payers ; complaints were few, 
and received prompt notice, and grievances were speedily removed. Such is 
the strain in which the Calcutta Municipality has sought to sing its own praise in 
its last Annual Report. But the rate-payers of Calcutta are fully aware of the 
chaos which rules the Municipal administration of the town. Health should 
be the first object of care within a municipality. But the working of the 
Calcutta Municipality in this respect was bad throughout the year. Accumula- 
tions of refuse in streets and the stench emitted by them failed to attract the 
attention of the Municipality. The supply of filtered water greatly troubled 
the rate-payers. Sometimes in the hot season the supply would stop at 8 A.M. 
to the great distress of the rate-payers, and would be resumed at 3 P.M. to last 
for the whole night, again to be stopped on the following morning. Streets 
were not watered, and dust filled the houses and choked the rate-payers. All 
the newspapers in Calcutta can testify to the truth of these statements. Truth 
cannot be concealed by self-adulation. 
32. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 17th July draws the attention of 
é wiicetite Waid s Measiebed the Chairman of the Calcutta Municipality to the 
oflicceineCaleute. SS SSs«tU justifiable and high-handed conduct of a Eura- 
sian employé of the Municipality, who on the 7th 
July last, while the Uriya residents of Nebutala Lane were holding their usual 
Car festival, commenced to drive away the crowd by using his whip against 
them, and whipped even some Uriya pandas. When the pandas protested 
against his conduct, he asked to be shown the public license for the processions, 
ignoring the fact that there is a standing order of the Police Commissioner 
exempting Car processions on the day of the Car festival from special sanction, 
provided they do not go southward of Dharamtala Street. On the pandas 
replying that it 1s never their practice to take out licenses for such processions, 
the officer abused them, kicked at a Car, and went away. Shortly after about 
eight or ten chaprasis from the District Office No. 2 appeared on the scene, and 
took away with them the chief panda, and his men. ‘The latter were brought 
before the same officer, who again abused the pandas, and beat those among 
them with a cane who dared to protest against his conduct. If the Chairman 
does not punish this officer, the Hindu community should combine to get this 
man punished. 


83. ‘The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 18th July writes as follows :— 


The Caloutts Menicipality. The officers of the Calcutta Municipality do 
not show the same energy and zeal in removing 
the wants and inconveniences of native rate- 
oppressions upon them. They seem to think that the natives enjoy t 
health in localities full of filth tad refuse. Otherwise, one ae Aige s f = ‘a 
Calcutta Sustees in the horribly filthy condition in which they are found. 
Drawing the attention of the Municipality to this state of things avails nothing 
lhe residents of the masonry houses in the lane near 54, Colootollah Street, 
more than once petitioned the M unicipality regarding the filthy and insanitar 
condition of the busice in that lane, but without the least effect. . 
D» the native rate-payers pay a lower percentage of rates than Europeans 
that their complaints are never attended to? If the Kuropean quarter had 
been in as filthy a condition as the native quarter, and Government’s attention 
had been drawn to it, would not the Chairman of the Municipality have been 
himself called to account ? Is it not the duty of the Health Department to 
look after the health of the native rate-payers as much as to look after the 
health of the European rate-payers? Is there no one to bring the Municipality 
to its senses ? 


34. The Rangaluya | Calcutta ] of the 19th July complains of the extreme- 


An uni ilthy quarter in Kalighat ly unhealthy con:iition of Sikdarpara, the portion of 


aoe Kalighat through which pass Sikdarpara Road and 
its th 2c branches, There are seven or eight foul tanks in the locality, and 


bad, ‘The pestiteutial vapours issuing from these tanks and 
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drains and the stench therefrom make the place extremely unhealthy and unfit 
for habitation. 
35. The Chinsura Vartavaha [Chinsura} of the 20th July says that 
although the Bansberia Municipality in the 
Municipal grievances in Triveni, Pfooghly district takes Rs. 23 for each dead body 
Hooghly. ‘ , . . ; 
burnt in the Triveni burning ghat, yet it does not 
see whether people get sufficient wood. The rule is that five maunds of 
wood should be given for each dead body, but the murdaferashes seldom give 
more than three or four maunds. If more wood is wanted they give such 
bad wood that it cannot be lighted without the help of kerosine oil. Want of 
water closets in the sarais on the Triveni ghat causes great inconvenience to 
females. There is a public privy in the place. But its proximity to the 
prostitutes’ quarter prevents respectable men and women from resorting to it. 
36, The Ramnagar correspondent of the Nihar (Contai| of the 22nd 
| July draws attention to the inconvenience which 
PM Rais. Bay complaint fromthe ig being caused to the public by the abolition of 
ee a | some of the ferry ghats on the Orissa Coast Canal, 
and by the transfer of the rest from Government’s own management to 
that of private persons. Great extortions are committed at the latter ghats, 
and especially at the Paniparul ghat, at which the residents of a large number 
of villages have to cross the canal on their way to many hats and bazars, 
and which has been made over to the management of one Taju Khan. This 
ghat should not be kept under private management, but ought to be managed 
by the Canal Department. 
87. The Bikash [Barisal] of the 22nd July says that some time ago 
Mr. Kisch, the Commissioner of the Dacca 
y of filtered )ivision, recommended a supply of filtered water 
for Barisal town. It is now rumoured that 
Mr. Weston, the District Magistrate, has gone to Dacca with a survey map 
of Barisal in order to consult with the Lieutenant-Governor there on this 
subject. The advantages of a supply of filtered water cannot be denied. 
But where will the money come from? If the Barisal Municipality makes a 
loan, it will be ipoustbhe for poor people to live in the town. Barisal 
is one of the poorest towns in Bengal. What will the poor people do with 
filtered water if they have nothing to eat? 


The proposed supp! 
water in Barisal town. 


(7)\—Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


38. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 15th July says that two 
ee ree roads should be constructed within the a 
oh dittic SCO the Fulpur thana in the Mymensingh district, 
men ee is ee Teas “aii serous Lantia, 
Nalchapara, Batrakanda, Nitarasi, Kendua, Baolabazar, Mahadipur, Sukhar- 
parha and Agarpur, to Andaraghat of the Cucatala bazar on the southern 
bank of the Kansa river, and the other from the bazar, through Whakua 
bazar and the Baola village, to Barikandi bazar. The Local Board and the 
District Board have more than once been petitioned for the construction of 
the first road, but to no effect. The local people suffer greatly on account of 
the want of these roads, although they have all along been paying the road- 
cess. It is hoped that the authorities will do justice to them by constructing 
these two roads. 
39. The Kastpur Nivast [Barisal] of the 16th July urges the necessity 
ca eieonekd Mindat Gece of speedily taking in hand the construction of the 
proposed Barisal Gaurnadi tramway line in the 
Backergunge district. The district is without a single railway or tramway 
line, and the sooner a tramwuy is constructed, the better will it be for its 
people. It will be wrong, however, to take the line through the Barisal tow2. 
If the line is hereafter extended to Jalakatti, as seems very likely, there will 
be no necessity for taking it through the town. 
40, The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 18th July thanks Lord Curzon for 
Lord Curzon’s recent railway US Kindness in taking notice of the memorial 
circular. — Y of the Indian Association, circulating it to all 
Railway authorities, and requesting them to remove 
the grievances of third class passengers set forth therein, The people of 
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India will remain grateful to His Excellency for his recent Railway Circular 


Hi inci d the 
irecti ‘ng of Hindu restaurants at the principal stations, and — 
Secostassen ot “the practice of the railway administrations of selling 

licenses to vendors of goods on railway platforms at exorbitant prices. 


} isal of the 22nd July says that the projected railway 
vali caeiucces ea Barisal to the river Gaur will, without doubt, 


Tho projected railway in Barisal. ¢, ailitate oe nt heed yt pees 1s ye cored 
is worth purchasing at a cost of eight lakhs of rupees, Unless 

he pre ailen can carried at once to Jhalakati, the trade —— - 
the district, and thence to Faridpur, and thus connected with the metropo - y 
means of the Faridpur line, it would by no means be advisable to spend so 
much money on the proposed railway. No assurance to the effect that such an 
extension will be made in the future will induce anybody to consent to the 
construction of the proposed line at such enormous cost. But the proposed line 
cannot be carried to Faridpur without the co-operation of the Faridpur District 
Board, and it is not at all likely that that Board, which has got their town con- 
nected with the metropolis by rail at the cost of Government, not thinking it 
wise to spend anything on it itself, should agree to incur any expense for the 
construction of a railway line to so unimportant a place as Barisal, As the 
railway project is to be considered by the Barisal District Board at its next 
meeting, it is high time that the rate-payers and the Rate-payers Association 
were up and doing, and entered a strong protest against the construction of the 


proposed railway. 
(h\— General. 


42. A correspondent of the Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 21st July 

has heard that the Hindu Government officers of 

Grievances of Hindu Govern the Balia district are being very much ill-treated 
= United ¥ro- by the local Government. Some of them have been 
transferred to very distant places, and replaced by 
Musalman officers. The system of making appointments on the results of com- 
petitive examinations is going to be abolished, because Musalmans are unable to 
compete with Hindus. Sir James La Touche ought to redress all these grievances. 
43, The Roznama-i-Mukaddas Hublul Mateen (Calcutta] of the 21st July 

has seen in an English newspaper that Lord Curzon 
intends to have his term of office extended by some 
years more, because his projected reformation of 
some branches of the Indian administration still remains incomplete. If he can, 
however, complete ali this work of reformation within his tenure of office, he 
will prove himself the first statesman in England. Nor does it seem likely that 


Lord Curzon will remain in India beyond the ordinary term of office of all 
Indian Viceroys. 


The rumoured extension of Lord 
Curzon’s tenure of office. 


VI.—MiIsceELLANeous, 


44, The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 17th July has the following :— 


an ‘The English are not acting wisely or well. By 
o Fang lle My mas the saddling the poor Indian tax-payer with the cost of 
| _ the reception to be accorded to its Indian guests in 
England on the occasion of the ensuing Coronation, the British Government 
has offered an insult to th ose honourable and illustrious guests, and done an 
injustice to the people of this country. The Secretary of State for India is, it 
would seem, unable to conceive that such action has lowered the English nation 
in the estimation of the Indians, Nor does he seem to have any idea of the 
rude shock that this decision of the British Government will give to the Indian 
princes who have been invited to witness the Coronation. Never before did we 
think or could bring ourselves to believe that an official or a statesman could do 
anything so unwise or impolitic, 

Here in India there will be a grand Durbar at Delhi in J anuary next, 
Lord Curzon is dominated by a spirit of Oriental barbarism. However 
greatly His Excellency may pride himself on his Oxford training, and however 
deep may be his conviction and however frequent his remark that, not succeed- 
ing to the precious heritage of Greek and Roman culture, the Indians stand at a 
great distance from the lofty ideal of the civilised world, it is undeniable that 
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personally he is more powerfully swayed by the Oriental than by the Greek 
ideal. ‘The Greeks were worshippers of the spirit of moderation and reasonable. 
ness, while our present Vicervy is inordinarily fond of external pomp and 
glitter, in which there is neither measure nor moderation. It seems to us that 
he would consider his administration of this country successful if, under hig 
rule, the English could revive in India the wealth, splendour and luxury which 
were witnessed in the days of the Musalman Emperors of Delhi. It is this idea 
that will find expression in the approaching Durbar at Delhi, and heaps of 
money will be wasted on that occasion. Many do not perceive or recognise 
the necessity of such expenditure, especially because it has to be met by the 
poor Indian tax-payer. Is it not enough that the Indians are to be saddled 
with the cost of the Delhi Durbar? 

Our opposition to the decision of the Secretary of State to make India 
liable for the cost of entertaining the Indian Coronation guests in England is 
based not merely on considerations of justice to and fair dealing with this 
country in the matter of public expenditure. In fact, so far as the Coronation 
is concerned, it would cause very little regret or evoke very little opposition 
if the Indian tax-payer were to pay ten or even twenty lakhs of rupees as his 
contribution towards the cost of the ceremony. But the question is not merely 
one of money, but also one which possesses a deeper import for the people of 
India. ‘The matter which has caused us the deepest pain, and against which 
we protest, is that by its decision, requiring India to pay for the entertainment 
of her native princes and others now in England, the British Government has 
assigned to this country a lower position than she deserves among the colonies 
and dependencies of the British Empire. We should have had nothing to com- 
plain of if the British Government had extended to the Coronation guests from 
India, to her native Princes and people’s representatives, the treatment that it 
has accorded to the invited representatives from Australia and other British 
Colonies. In that case, we would have cheerfully borne any cost, however 
heavy, that might have been thrown upon this country. But the british 
Government has not done that, and it is this great difference in the matter of 
hospitality between the Colonies on the one hand and India on the other that 
has grieved us and made us feel insulted, In spite of all professions to the 
contrary, it would be foolish to imagine that Indian Princes have not been 
aggrieved by such treatment. 


The representatives of the Colonies are all middle class men, while the 
Indian Princes are rulers of Tributary and Allied States. Does not the 
world see that the British Government has not accorded the latter the sort of 
reception that it has accorded to the former? And is not the fact a sufficient 
cause of mortification to those illustrious guests from India? It is really 
difficult to conceive what has led the men who are entrusted with the govern- 
ment of this vast empire to give proof of such injudiciousness. 


And has not this small affair had the effect of lowering the character of 
Englishmen in the estimation of the Indians? Ignorant people are saying: 
‘‘ Hospitality which is paid for by the guest is something which the English 
alone are capable of practising, the mystery being one of which the Orientals 
are ignorant.” By making the people of India liable for the cost of entertain- 
ing the Indian Coronation guests in England, the british Government has 
brought the English character into undeserved contempt with the natives 
of this country. 


We know that the English are the most hospitable people in the world ; in 
fact, no other nation can approach them in the matter of hospitality. To make 
their guests comfortable and happy, Englishmen and English women are 
most unsparing in their efforts, and cheerfully spend their time and money, 
as is constantly testified by all who have had the privilege of partaking of 
English hospitality in England. But this injudicious parsimony of the British 
Government on the occasion of the Coronation will cast a stain on the 
well-known hospitality of the English people. 


45. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 19th July has the following :— 
Without food in his stomach, without a cloth 

round his waist, without water to allay his thirst, 

and without medicine to give him relief in disease, every Indian has yet 


Cigarette-smuking in India. © 
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a cigarette in his mouth. He is like one naked all over the body, but with a big 
he head. 
a I eet, tala imported cigarettes worth twenty-one lakhs of ne Pe 
very small portion of this large quantity of cigarettes was consume Bo 
Europeans. The greater portion was consumed by the natives. a 
Europeans and a very small number of natives smoke good cigarettes. wa 
majority of natives smoke the bad stuff which is so cheap. Most of the 
six lakhs worth of cigarettes imported from America was the cheap stuff, 


which was consumed by low class natives. A European advises the people of 


India to take this cigarette trade out of the hands of foreigners by themselves 
manufacturing the thing, ‘This, he says, would prevent a large amount of 
Indian money from going out of the country. That is true. But what of the 
consequences that will be produced if cigarettes sell even cheaper than they 
now do? Already very young children are smoking cigarettes. With a 
cheaper article, the cigarette mania will certainly increase. | 

The European who advises the manufacture of cigarettes in India has, 
evidently, looked only at the economic side of the question, but not at its 
moral side. His advice may be good for a country which enjoys quite a 
plenty of the necessaries of life, but it is not good for this country. Every 
country should have the necessaries of life first, and luxuries next. What 
India now wanti is advice which will induce her to throw away the cigarette, 


for she will be ruined if she does not throw it away. 


46, Referring to the Lieutenant-Governor’s visit to Dacca town, the 
Dacca Prakash { Dacca] of the 20th July writes as 

Dacca’s prayer to the Lieutenant- fo]]ows -— 
nition Lord, if you have kindly, come to our district, try 
to know its real condition. Our wants are many ; our grievances innumerable. 
We know not what to ask of you. Give us, O! kindhearted ruler, what you 
think to be best for us after knowing our real wants and grievances. And 


then the people of Eastern Bengal ever will remember Your Honour with 
oratitude. 


Uriya Papers. 


47. The Samvad Vahika [Balasore] of the 10th July states that cholera 
; has made its appearance in Nayabazar in the 
Dh y worpued ~ Balasore, Cuttack, Balasore town. The J ajpur correspondent of the 
ee Utkaldipika | Cuttack | of the 12th July states that 
some of the pilgrims who visited that town and some residents of that town 
died of cholera. The Utkaldipika states that many pilgrims were seen to lie 
on both sides of the Grand Trunk Road, called the Jagannath Road, suffering 
from cholera. Their condition was helpless, as they were deserted by their 
friends and companions. Some of them were alive, while others were dying 
or dead. Many pilgrims in the Puri town were seen to suffer from that 
disease. About 120 cholera patients were carried to the Puri cholera hospital. 
The doolie bearers were constantly seen to carry such patients to the 
hospital. Many were seen to die. All this was due to the presence of a large 
number of pilgrims in different centres of pilgrimage in Orissa, and they 
all came to take part in the Ratha Jatra festival. 
48, The Jajpur correspondent of the Utkaldipika | Cuttack } of the 12th July 


ue states that a laroee number of pileri h 

Pil j aree number of pilgrims, .who were 
chin. = * ™ toeed for Puri, to see the Snan Jatra and Ratha 

Jatra, alighted at the Jajpur station and visited the 
Jajpur town, and though pa 


t sses under the Lodgino-Houses Act were granted 
for the accommodation of 800 persons, Gauk ae available telat were 
brought under the operation of the Act by the imposition of a cheaper rate of 


fee, and though the Subdivisional Officer, aided by his Health Officer, Court 
Sub-Inspector, and other benevolent gentlemen of the station, placed the 
Muktarkhana, Jagannath temple premises, and other spare houses of the 
gentlemen of the station at the disposal of the pilgrims, many were seen to lie 
down on the sandy bed of the Baiturni, or under trees, or on other open 
places, entirely at the mercy of the inclement weather, and no one who has 
not personally seen them, can fully realise their sufferings. or the agonising 
cries of the women and children by whom they were accompanied. The 
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correspondent states that the Baiturni Pandas, the servants of the Biroja and 
Baraha temples, the shop-keepers and house-owners, and the cartmen and 
doolie bearers made a little money on the occasion. 

49, ‘T’he same paper contains an article on the Puri Ratha Jatra, in which 

eS _ it is stated that on the 5th July a magisteria) 
ith et pegary mm conpection order was issued to the effect that the four doors 
in Puri town, and the sufferings of Of the J agannath temple would remain closed 
the pilgrims. and that the pilgrims would not be allowed to 
take part in the Navajauvan ceremony—an interfering and injudicious 
order, that was resented everywhere and that produced a great deal of dig. 
satisfaction. A similar order was issued on the Srigundicha or Ratha Jatra 
day, but it was happily withdrawn ona representation being made to higher 
authorities by the temple servants. The writer estimates the number of 
pilgrims to have been about one lakh, out of which about 10,000 belonged 
to the United Provinces, while the remainder belonged to Bengal. Though 
passes were issued for the accommodation of 50,000 pilgrims, all the 
available open spaces in the Puri town and its neighbourhood, including shops, 
markets, road-sides, spots under trees, gardens, and tin-covered houses, were 
full of pilgrims. Intermittent showers of rain increased the difficulties and 
sufferings of these pilgrims, which were simply indescribable. The writer 
concludes his article by stating that the number of pilgrims was not very large, 
that it was not unprecedented. and that a little more forethought, coupled with 
a little more able management, would have obviated the necessity of closin 
the temple doors for three days in an important festival like Ratha Jaira, 
whereby the income of the temple servants was affected on the one hand and 
the dissatisfaction of the pilgrims increased on the other. — 

50. The same paper is sorry to notice the death of Swami Vivekananda, 
who had made himself famous by preaching the 
Hindu religion and philosophy in Europe and 
America. 

51. The same paper thanks His Excellency the Viceroy and the Chief 

i Commissioner of the Central Provinces for their 

The restoration of Uriya asthe wise statesmanship in restoring the Uriya language 

oar cnngusge in the Central +, its proper place in the Courts of the Sambalpur 

district, including the Feudatory States, whence 

it was banished for a short time. The writer observes that they have laid the 

entire Uriya-speaking race under a deep obligation, which they will never 

forget, while their names will become household words in every Uriya home. 

heir wise action will be recorded in the pages of history and their fragrant 
memories will be transmitted from age’ to age. 

52. Referring to the settlement of cess-rates which is going on in the 

Cuttack district, the same paper points out that, for 

oo of cess-ratesinthe ¢ess purposes, the annual value of bajiafti lakhiraj 

| and khartja lands should be the annual rent fixed 

at the settlement, and not the valuation made according to the village rate, and 

quotes, in support of his opinion, an appellate judgment passed by the Com- 

misioner of the Orissa Division on a certain appeal that was oman heard by 

him. The writer contends that those whose interests have already been 

prejudicially affected by the wrong views of the Settlement authorities, should 
receive the benefit accruing from the decision of the Commissioner. 

53. The same paper regrets to notice a collision between two railway 

, trains near the Cuttack station, which resulted in 

toe rauway collision near Cuttack damages to the engines and rolling-stock belonging 

sie to the Bengal-Nagpur Railway Company, the 

passengers being saved by good luck. 
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